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sub-committee appointed by the All-India Khilafat Committee,
consisting of Gandhi, Shaukat Ali and Azad, unanimously resolved to
wait for the official declaration.
A Gazette of India Extraordinary announced on May 14 the peace
terms presented by the allies to Turkey. The Viceroy recognized
that the terms were such as must cause pain to the Muslims of
India, but asked them to brace themselves to bear with patience
and resignation the misfortunes of their Turkish co-religionists. The
publication of the proposed peace terms caused the deepest indigna-
tion, and synchronizing as it did with the publication of the Hunter
Committee Report, intense resentment was roused throughout India
at what was regarded in every way as a "whitewashing" report.
The Khilafat Committee met in Bombay to deliberate upon
Gandhi's non-co-operation programme and adopted it on May 28,
as the only means left now to the Muslims.
The meeting of the A.-I.C.C. was held at Benares on May 30.
The Punjab atrocities and the deficiencies of the Reforms Act were
added to the Khilafat demand. Gandhi proposed that as a protest
against the Turkish peace treaty and the decision of the Government
in regard to the Punjab affairs, as indicated in the Hunter Report,
the Congress should recommend a programme of non-co-operation
to the country without further delay.
The A.-I.C.C. considered that it was not within its competence to
accept this proposition, as it was opposed to the resolution of the
Amritsar Congress relating to the reform scheme. It did not at the
same time think it right to dispose of the matter, without giving
the country an opportunity of pronouncing its judgement on it. It
unanimously resolved to hold a special session of the Congress in
Calcutta later in the year to consider Gandhi's programme.
Though Tilak passed Benares at that time, he did not attend the
A.-I.C.C. meeting, for his heart was not wholly in the Khilafat
agitation. But he said he would obey the decision of the Congress.
According to Gandhi, Tilak's attitude towards non-co-operation
was: "I like the programme well enough, but I have my doubts as to
the country being with us in the self-denying ordinance which non-
co-operation presents to the people. I will do nothing to hinder
the progress of the non-co-operation movement. I wish you every
success, and if you gain the popular ear you will find in me an
enthusiastic supporter."